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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX A OF THE CITY CODE, ENTITLED
“ZONING,” ARTICLE 3, SECTION 3-403; ARTICLE 6, SECTION 6-2206; ARTICLE
7, SECTIONS 7-512 AND 7-513; ARTICLE 10, SECTIONS 10-402 AND 10-452;
ARTICLE 11, SECTIONS 11-803 AND 11-1114; ARTICLE 12, SECTIONS 12-605, 12-
606, AND 12-708; ARTICLE 13, SECTIONS 13-605 AND 13-1402; ARTICLE 14,
SECTIONS 14-104, 14-206 AND 14-700 THROUGH 14-710; ARTICLE 16, SECTION
16-105; ARTICLE 19, SECTION 19-403; ARTICLE 20, SECTION 20-262 AND
ENACTING ARTICLE 14, SECTION 14-703.1, TO AMEND THE PROVISIONS
REFERENCING SIGNS TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH CONSTITUTIONAL
REQUIREMENTS AND TO AMEND OTHER SECTIONS TO UPDATE
REFERENCES TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY.

PHASE 3: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING APPENDIX A OF THE CITY CODE,
ENTITLED “ZONING,” ARTICLE 14, ENTITLED “ACCESSORY USES AND
STRUCTURES,” SECTION 14-704; TO AMEND THE TABLES OF BASIC DESIGN
ELEMENTS FOR PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY SIGNS, INCORPORATE THE
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR ADDRESSING MANUAL BY
REFERENCE, AMEND THE REQUIREMENTS REGARDING MISCELLANEOUS
TEMPORARY SIGNS TO CLARIFY PERMITTING AND DURATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS, CORRECT CLERICAL ERRORS AND REMOVE CONTENT-
BASED SIGN NAMES TO COMPLY WITH CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS.

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Chesapeake finds the public necessity,
convenience, general welfare and good zoning practice so requires;

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Chesapeake, Virginia that Appendix
A of the City Code, entitled “Zoning,” Article 14, entitled “Accessory Uses and Structures,”
Section 14-704; be amended and reordained, as follows:
Section 14-704. - General requirements.

General requirements apply to all signs and are in addition to the regulations contained

elsewhere in this ordinance.

A. Table of basic design elements. A table of basic design elements for signs is hereby
attached to and made a part of this Ordinance. Any sign which is erected, displayed or
structurally altered or reconstructed shall be in conformance with the applicable
provision of the table of basic design elements, except as otherwise specified

elsewhere in this Ordinance. However, when only a sign graphic is altered, only the
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new graphic shall be required to conform to the requirements for sign graphics in this

Ordinance.
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Permit requirement. Unless a sign is specifically exempted from a permit requirement
by the other provisions of this Ordinance, no person shall erect, alter, repair, relocate
or modify any sign without first obtaining a permit for such work from the Zoning
Administrator of the City of Chesapeake.

Permitted signs; general types; sign areas;; and heights-and-content.

Freestanding signs, wall signs, offsite signs. temporary signs and projecting signs

are the only signs permitted as regulated by wader this Ordinance.

a. Unless otherwise provided elsewhere in this Ordinance, the sign area allowed
for any freestanding sign, up to the maximum prescribed in the table of basic
design elements, shall be based upon the lot frontage of the premises on
which the sign is erected along the street where the sign is placed, in
accordance with the following formula: one (1) square foot of sign area for
every one (1) foot of lot frontage.

b.  Unless otherwise provided elsewhere in this Ordinance, the sign area allowed
for any wall sign or projecting sign, up to the maximum prescribed in the
table of basic design elements, shall be based upon the building frontage
along the street (or along the area where the principal public entry into the

building occurs) where the sign is placed, in accordance with the following

13
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formula: one (1) square foot of sign area for every one (1) foot of building

frontage.

¢.  With the exception of temporary signs and-eff-site directional-signs-approved
under-Section14-705(H){1)-of this-erdinanee, all freestanding signs shall be

ground mounted signs.

Unless otherwise provided elsewhere in this Ordinance. all signs and displays

shall comply with the respective tables for permanent and temporary signs,
setback and other related requirements of this Ordinance.

The maximum sign area for a free standing sign located on the same parcel as for

s

a regional shopping mall shall be two hundred twenty-five (225) square feet. The
minimum setback from existing public right-of-way shall be fifteen (15) feet. This
provision shall supersede any other applicable maximum sign area and setback

requirements.

D. Street address.

1.

The street address shall be required to appear on every building constructed in the
City. In the case of commercial and industrial buildings, such address shall appear
on the freestanding sign erected for any such building. In the case of
commercial/industrial centers and parks, the address of the center or park shall
appear on the freestanding sign. Where there is no freestanding sign, the address
shall appear on the wall of the building. In the case of residential buildings, the
address shall appear on the wall of the building or on a lawfully permitted front

yard structure.

14
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Letters/numbers for the street address are to be no larger than twenty-four (24)
inches and no less than six (6) inches in height (four (4) inches for residential
dwelling units). The portion of any sign displaying the street number shall not be
deemed a part of the sign for purposes of measuring the sign area of such sign.

All street addresses shall be in compliance with Chapters 14 and 70 of the City

Code, the Standard Operating Procedures for Addressing manual, as amended.

and the requirements of the Director of Planning or designee.

E. Freestanding signs; multiple frontages.

1.

Any establishment or commercial/industrial center shall have no more than one
(1) freestanding sign, unless such establishment or center has multiple frontages,
as set out below. An establishment which is part of a commercial/industrial center
may not have an independent freestanding sign in addition to the freestanding sign
allowed for the center, except as provided for in section 14-705(A)2)(c) below.
If an establishment or a commercial/industrial center has frontage on two or more
public rights-of-way, each frontage of the building is to be separately considered
for purposes of determining compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance and
of the table of basic design elements, subject to the following conditions:
a. An establishment or center may have up to two (2) freestanding signs,
provided that each sign is erected along a different street frontage.
b.  Where such an establishment or center has three (3) or more street frontages,
up to three (3} freestanding signs may be erected, provided that each sign is
erected along a different street frontage and each sign is a minimum of five

hundred (500) feet, measured in any direction, from each of the other signs.

15
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G. Message boards.
1. In general. Message boards may be erected as part of a permitted freestanding or
wall sign, subject to the following requirements:

a. The sign area of the message board may cover up to a maximum of fifty
percent (50%) of the total sign area authorized for the sign of which the
message board is a part.

b. Except as otherwise provided for electronic message boards, the individual
letters or numbers of the message board sign copy shall be made of durable
plastic, metal or other similar material and shall be firmly secured to the sign
face.

2, [Electronic message boards. In addition to the area requirements set out above,
electronic message boards shall also comply with the following:

a. The message visible on such boards at any one time may change not more

than every twenty (20) seconds. eight{8)-times—each-calendar-day. Each

change in the message visible at any one time on a message board, even when

the change is to a message previously displayed on the message board on the

same day, shall be counted toward this maximum. Thesele-exception-shall

b. Thete shall be no sense of motion when the message is displayed or when the
message changes. The entire message shall turn on or off as a single entity.

¢. The message shall not roll on or off the field-efeopy sign face.

16
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d. The message shall not turn on or off by the random illumination or

extinguishing of lights within the field-ofcopy sign face.

H. Temporary signs.

2.

The Zoning Administrator, at the Administrator's discretion, may require a

specific site plan and other information as part of the information to be provided

to the Administrator netice-te-be-provided and may require the person responsible
for the display to modify the display, if the Administrator determines that the
proposed arrangement of the temporary signage poses traffic or related safety
problems.

Miscellaneous permitted temporary signs. Subiect to the other applicable terms

and conditions of this Ordinance, the following temporary signs shall not require

a_permit and may be erected without prior notice to or review by the Zoning

Administrator. Further, the following temporary signs shall only be subiect to the

durational limits provided in the tables for temporary signs if specifically stated

below.

a. Official notices posted or displayed by or under the direction of any public

or court officer in the performance of his official or directed duties:

provided that all such signs shall be subject to the durational limits put forth
in the tables for temporary signs. remevedno-mere than-ten-(10) davsafter
hei has lished.

17
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b. Up to four (4) flags signs per parcel. provided that no freestanding pole

shall be erected in the public right-of-way nor be within five (5) feet of a

service drive, travel lane or adjoining street. If the property on which the

ilag is placed abuts a road with a speed limit of 25 miles per hour or less.

then the maximum cumulative area of all flags shall be sixteen (16) square

feet in size. If the property on which the flag is placed abuis a road with a

speed limit greater than 25 miles per hour, then each flag may be up to

sixteen (16) square feet in size and the maximum cumulative area of all

flags shall be sixty-four (64) square feet in size.

c. Seasonal displays and decorations: provided that all such signs shall be

subject to the durational limits put forth in the tables for temporary signs,

d. Sandwich Board signs shall be permitted in the Business. Assembly

Center. Office & Institutional and Industrial Districts. Each business.

assembly or group shall be entitied to one (1) sign per establishment. All

such signs shall not exceed four (4) feet in height or six (6) square feet per

sign face and shall not be artificially illuminated. In addition, all such signs

shall be more than fifty (50) feet from the nearest public right-of-way or

shall meet all of the following requirements:

i) The sign does not block any sidewalk and maintains a travel width of

at least eight (8) feet on public sidewalks: and

ii) The sign is placed no farther than two (2) feet from the facade and five

(5) feet from the primary entrance of the establishment that has placed

City Attorney's Office F e
X the sign:
City of Chesapeake and

Municipal Center
306 Cedar Road
Chesapeake, Virginia
23322 18
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iii) The sign shall only be allowed during the hours in which the business,

group or assembly that js the subject of the sign is open: and

iv) No merchandise or other material shall be placed on or hang from any

such sign.
e. Temporary signs affixed to or clearly visible through windows or doors in

commercial or industrial establishments are permitted, provided no

individual temporary sign shall exceed twelve (12) square feet in sign area.

For purposes of this provision, an individual temporary sign shall equal the

sign area in one window panel.

f. Yard signs. Yard signs shall be permitted on property used or zoned for

residential purposes if said signs comply with the following:

i) Setbacks. Yard signs shall be set back five (5) feet from the edge

of the pavement of any public street, or five (5) feet from the back

of curbing where curbing has been installed or one (1) foot from

a public sidewalk if present,

ii) Yard signs are prohibited from being placed on any improved or

unimproved portion of public right-of-way, including but not

limited to median areas and sidewalks.

ii1) Yard signs shall be subject to the durationa] limits put forth in the

tables for temporary sions.

g. Public Service Signs.

h. Signs located on property zoned or used for agricultural purposes only at

test plot locations under cultivation are permitted if the maximum sien area

19
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does not exceed two (2) square feet: provided that all such signs shall be

subject to‘ the durational limits put forth in the tables for temporary siens.

20
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4. Ifthe sign faces of a temporary sign are identical in size and content, only the area
of one sign face shall be used in computing the sign's total sign area, provided that
the arrangement of the sign faces complies with one of the following
requirements: (a) the sign faces are not more than twenty-four (24) inches from

each other at any point ali-peints; or (b) the sign faces are joined at one side,

City Attorney's Office
City of Chesapeake
Municipal Center
308 Cedar Road
Chesapeake, Virginia
23322 22
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creating a wedge having én angle of not more than 22% degrees between the sigﬁ

faces.

Freestanding sign height limitations.

1. The height limitations established in the table of design elements and in other
sections of this Ordinance may be exceeded, upon approval by the Planning
Commuission, in the following circumstances:

a. Where the topography or layout of a site or of surrouﬁding sites, the
relationship of the site to adjoining rights-of-way, the nature and location of
natural vegetation on the site or other factors unique to the property on which
a freestanding sign is proposed are such that the freestanding sign height
limitations otherwise imposed by this Ordinance would create a substantial
hardship for the owner of the site by significantly reducing or eliminating the
capacity of the sign to provide any meaningful communication to persons off
of the property, the Planning Commission may approve a freestanding sign
height of up to a maximum of sixteen (16) feet on such site.

b.  Where any portion of a site is located within two hundred fifty (250) feet of
the end of a ramp from an interstate highway or a ramp from a similar major
highway cloverleal pattern, the Planning Commission may approve a

freestanding sign height of up to a maximum of twenty (20) feet on such site.

2 Greenbrior TIE distsict ol toseribod.; om 147051 ;
height Limiat i1 thisOsdi '

23. The maximum height for one (1) freestanding sign located at fer a regional

shopping mall shall be twenty-five (25) feet. This provision shall supersede any

23
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other applicable height limitation, except that all other permitted free-standing
signs shall comply with the normal maximum height requirements.
This ordinance is an erﬁergency and shall become effective upon adoption.

ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Chesapeake, Virginia, this 20th day of
February 2018

APPROVED:

Mayor

%a&u M actio

Clerk of the QGncil

City Attorney's Office
City of Chesapeake
Municipal Center
306 Cedar Road
Chesapeake, Virginia
23322 24
(757) 382-6586
Fax: (757) 382-8749




