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Visual Preference Survey

evelopment of the Manual

This Design Guidelines Manual was
developed through a collaborative
process led by the City of Chesapeake
Planning Department and EDAW.
EDAW reviewed existing documents,
reports, and studies, including the 2026
Comprehensive Plan and specific area
plans including the Transportation
Corridor Overlay District, Historic and
Cultural Preservation Overlay District
Design Guidelines for South Norfolk,
South Military Highway Corridor Study,
Western Branch Study, Poindexter
Corridor Strategic Plan and Design
Guidelines, Great Bridge Village Master
Plan, and the Zoning Ordinance.
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“Chesapeake is a combination of an
old county, a city, and many villages
and settlements.”

Great Dismal Swamp:

Why Design

Design guidelines provide a consistent framework for
high quality development and redevelopment within the
City of Chesapeake. Chesapeake is a city composed
of villages, neighborhoods, and districts that often
have distinct settings and separate design characters.
By emphasizing quality in the design of the buit
environment, these disparate places can be enhanced

‘and harmonized withthe look of the City as & whole.

Chesapeake's 2026 Comprehensive Plan contains a
goal to create a distinctive and high qualiy desig for
the City in order to strengthen the ciy's economic base:
and long-term desirabiity as a place (o ive, work, and
play. To best refect the City's development patern, the
Comprehensive Plan estabiishes three character districts:
Utban, Suburban, and Rural. Given the unique character

EDAW

Visual Preference Survey

“In Chesapeake, natural landforms
and the location of waterways have
always influenced the pattern of
settlement and development and
continue to do so today.”

Guidelines?

of each of these disticts, the Comprehensive Plan calls
forthe City o develop distinct design guidelines for the
mixed use and infil areas within each of the disticts.

In additon to the three character districts, the
Comprenensive Plan cal's for the establishment of
distincive gateways at key entry points into the City.
The quality of 2
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“The City is very diverse in terms
of its land use patterns...
urban, suburban, or rural in nature,
the City exhibits all three.”

Urban
Overlay District

e&———————— Suburban

Overlay District

—————Rural
Overlay District

e cateway
[ e vse e

quidance and direction to the City for the review of
proposed structures, site amenites, landscaping, and
streetscape improvements. Guidelines provide a design
context for ste planning, buiding design, and landscape
plans. They are intended to provide flexbilty o allow
forindividual diversity but at the same time provide a

comprehensive framework to promote a uniue and

edges, and main
ransportation coridors leaves an important impression
on visitors and residents alike. The current sameness
and lack of visual distinctiveness 1o much of the City's
gateways and corridors presents a key opportunty to
strengthen Chesapeake's image and identiy.

The Design Guidelines project willestablish the design

principles and standards in a cohesive manual (o give:

for the City and its neighborhoods.
Design inspiration should be drawn from the local
geography, clmate, vegetation, history, and the City's
Social and cultural patterns. As the City continues o
thiive and grow, future development and redevelopment
Should be appropriate to Chesapeake's history,cutture,
and natural setting

Public participation was key to the
development of the guidelines. Public
agencies, the two city council liaisons
with the Planning Department, local
residents, and community represen-
tatives participated in the process.
Stakeholder interviews were conducted
by EDAW with both public agency
officials and representatives of the
business community. On March 28,
2006, a community open house was held
at the Central Library to introduce the
project and the Visual Preference Survey
to citizens. Following the meeting, the
survey was conducted over a period

of four weeks, concluding on April 24,
2006 (see Appendix A).
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The survey consisted of 23 questions

and was made available on the City’s

web site and at listening stations located
in City Hall and the six public libraries.
A total of 460 citizens completed the
survey. Images of open space, green
areas, preservation of mature trees,

consistent design, and quality develop-

ment were themes that emerged. The
survey results and the draft outline of
this manual were presented at a second

community open house held on June 8,
2006, at the Indian River Library. The
presentation was also posted on the

city’s website.
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Development of the Manual

Based on the results of the survey and
input from City staff, EDAW developed
an Initial Draft and Final Draft of the
proposed guidelines for review and
comment. The public was invited to
provide comment via the City’s web site.
Advertisements were published in the
Chesapeake Clipper describing how the
public could review the document and
provide comment.

A second Stakeholder Workshop was
held on January 12, 2007. This all-day
workshop allowed City staff, the busi-
ness community, and neighborhood
representatives to review the draft
document and provide comment.
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Based on this input offered by the
community and stakeholders, EDAW
refined the guidelines. Planning
Commission and City Council work
sessions were scheduled for March 28,
2007, and April 10, 2007, respectively,
to consider possible adoption of the
manual as an amendment to the

2026 Comprehensive Plan. Planning
Commission and City Council public
hearings on amendments were sched-
uled for April 11, 2007, and May 15,
2007, respectively. The City Council
adopted the guidelines as an amend-
ment to the City’s 2026 Comprehensive
Plan on May 15, 2007.
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