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The Heron Chronicle
Welcome to the Summer newsletter from the Chesapeake Environmental Improvement Council (CEIC)!
We are an eighteen-member, mayor-appointed advisory group formed in 1983. Our purpose is to promote
interest in improving Chesapeake’s environment, thereby making Chesapeake a greener, cleaner and
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healthier city in which to live, learn, work, farm, and play. We accomplish this purpose through outreach,
education, and volunteer efforts. Our key focus areas include litter and pollution prevention, waste
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reduction and recycling, beautification, and conservation landscaping. We’re an active group and generally
meet monthly . If you’re interested in joining the CEIC, please apply at:
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https://boardscommissions.cityofchesapeake.net/namebank/

First-Ever Fix-It Fair
On May 15th at Western Branch Community Center, Chesapeake Parks, Recreation and
Tourism, CEIC, and Keep Suffolk Beautiful came together to host the first-ever Fix-It Fair in our
region. We had 10 skilled “Fixers” to repair broken household items that were registered in
advance of the event. Categories included clothing/fabric, jewelry, small appliances/electronics,
small furniture and bikes. In total we had: 16 bikes (ALL but one went home repaired), 23
clothing/fabric (ALL repaired, except one item due to time constraints), 7 small appliance/
electronics (6 items repaired), 17 pieces of jewelry (all but one repaired), 12 pieces of furniture
(ALL repaired).
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Connect with the CEIC
Phone: 757-382-6411
Email:
SpecialPrograms@CityofChesapeake.net
Address: 1224 Progressive Drive,
Chesapeake, VA 23320
Website:
http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/CEIC
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
ChesapeakeEnvironmentalImprovementCo
uncil/

Fixers repairing bikes, jewelry, and
small appliances at the Fix-It Fair at
the Western Branch Community
Center.

Trees for Churches
After an initial outreach to seven Chesapeake churches in an effort to increase the depleted tree canopy in northern Chesapeake,
31 trees were planted at two churches in this area in April.
One of the churches was Oaklette United Methodist Church on
Indian River Road. At this location, 10 trees were planted across
three days. CEIC members Jim Haluska and Amy Weber planted
the trees and will care for the trees over the next two years to
ensure planting success. Trees planted include two Zelkovas, three
Chinese pistache, two Persian ironwoods, and two American
hornbeams and a Chinquapin chestnut along the back and side of
the church.

Newly planted Zelkova in front of the Oaklette United Methodist
Church.

The second church was Bethany Baptist Church on Campostella
Road. For the Bethany Baptist planting, Angela Jernigan and
Sharon Harper coordinated the assembly of volunteers with CEIC
member Jim Haluska. 21 trees were planted by an impressive
group of church youth group members and adults. Trees planted
included four Zelkovas, two maples, nine Swamp chestnut oaks,
and six bald cypress. Bethany Baptist will care for the trees over
the next several years to ensure planting success.

Tree planting at Bethany Baptist Church on the east side of the parking lot.

If your faith-based organization is interested in planting
trees at your place of worship in Chesapeake, please
contact the CEIC Tree Board through
SpecialPrograms@CityofChesapeake.net

Did You Plant a Tree?
If you’ve planted a tree (or several), thank you! When you
plant a tree in your neighborhood or town, you are helping
keep our Chesapeake Bay watershed clean and healthy.
Let the Virginia Department of Forestry know when you’ve
planted a tree! By reporting your tree planting, you're giving
VDOF valuable data that can be used to help inform state
officials about water quality in Virginia.

At the Bethany Baptist location, an experiment by Jim Haluska is in place to
see if repurposed plastic shopping bags will make an effective tree support.
Braided plastic bags were tied to stakes to support several bald cypress trees.
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You can report your tree planting(s) to VDOF’S Trees Count
Survey on a computer, smartphone, or tablet. Go to
www.vdof.maps.arcgis.com for more information. The
survey is easy to complete, and your tree could end up being
featured on VDOF’s tree map and/or social media.

FY22 City Budget Includes Urban Forester Position
We're pleased to report that the City Budget approved in May sets funding aside for filling
a new Urban Forester position, with an expected start date of January 2022. This has been
a key priority for the Tree Board and the CEIC over the past several years.
The benefits of trees are documented in countless studies: trees reduce flooding, moderate
temperature, absorb pollutants, provide wildlife habitat, improve mental health, increase
property values, and even reduce crime. The 2035 Comprehensive Plan estimated the value
of the City's urban forest at $900 million, not even including the value of the Great Dismal
Swamp. Trees form a critical infrastructure for the City, distributed across our City's right of
ways, parks, open space, public and private property. But in our dynamic, growing urban
environment, our tree infrastructure is not self-sustaining; it is fragile and fragmented.
Construction, storms, neglect, and misinformation all result in the persistent loss and
destruction of our trees.
We're looking forward to seeing the City develop a plan, in the future, to preserve, nurture
and, quite literally, grow our urban tree infrastructure. Proper investment in our urban
forest will help pay itself back with reduced flooding, healthier air, higher property values,
more recreational space, greater biodiversity, and generally happier citizens.
We thank the Mayor, City Council, City Manager, PRT Director, and all the staff involved in
working out the details for establishing this position. The CEIC and Tree Board stand ready
to support and work with the new Urban Forester in making Chesapeake a greener, cleaner
and healthier City in which to live, learn, work, farm, and play.

Mark Your Calendar!
June 12—KayaXpedition at Oak Grove Lake Park
June 23— 12:00PM: CEIC Meeting. The public is
welcome to join. Meeting will be held at River
Crest Community Center
June 30—Notable Yards Nomination Deadline
August 1—Business Beautification Award
Nominations open and accepted through
September 30
August 1—Keep Chesapeake Beautiful Calendar
Contest Photo submissions accepted through
September 18
August 21—Guided Tree Tour at Battlefield Park

August 25— 12:00PM: CEIC Meeting. The public
is welcome to join. Meeting will be held at
River Crest Community Center
Ongoing—Paddle the Peake
Find more events at:
https://www.cityofchesapeake.net/
government/city-departments/departments/
parks-recreation-tourism/calendar.htm

The Future of Curbside Recycling
Funding for curbside recycling remained in the City operating budget for the next fiscal year. The curbside recycling program
funding remains a topic of discussion for City Officials as the cost for the program has increased due in part to China restricting
acceptance of recycled material in early 2018. Unlike neighboring cities, Chesapeake is the only city in the region that does not
impose a separate waste management and recycling fee on its residents. In 2020, the City reached a deal with Tidewater Fibre
Corp. (TFC) to continue the recycling program through 2024. However, the City can opt out of the deal with TFC with a 30-day
notice. We encourage citizens to reach out to City Council with their input. Contact City Council at council@cityofchesapeake.net.

Chesapeake Recycles Day
Chesapeake Recycles Day on April 17th at Chesapeake Square Mall brought 324 cars in just three hours! There were 16 volunteers
helping to unload general recycling, donations for Goodwill, paper documents for secure shredding and household hazardous
materials.

Volunteers at the Chesapeake Recycles Day .
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Keeping Chesapeake Beautiful
The CEIC led three cleanups throughout the City of Chesapeake for the Great American Cleanup on March 26th and 27th. A total
of 35 community volunteers gathered to collect trash along Johnstown Road, Shell Road, and at Indian River Library/Community
Center and Schools. Altogether, 1,910 pounds of litter was collected and properly disposed of from CEIC cleanups. City-wide, 271
volunteers cleaned up 5,600 pounds of litter at 25 cleanup or beautification events. The volunteer support totaled 532 hours or
$13,306 in volunteer value. Thank you to everyone who supported this effort!

Volunteers before and after the Johnstown Road cleanup.

Volunteers before and after the Indian River area cleanup.

What’s With the Big (Cigarette) Butts?
Did you see the big butts on display at the Central Library in May? The
askHRgreen.org “No Butts About It” display drew attention to the
constant litter problem—cigarette butts. Every day, thousands and
thousands of regular sized cigarette butts get tossed on the ground or
flicked out windows around our region, creating a giant problem for the
environment. These nicotine and chemical-laced plastic filters
contaminate the environment and wash into our waterways. The
solution to one of the top litter problems in Hampton Roads is simple.
Smokers should always dispose of their cigarette waste responsibly by
using an ash tray for safe disposal.
Is your business in need of a cigarette waste receptacle?
askHRgreen.org has established a free grant program (while supplies
last)! Find out more details and apply here!
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The big butts on display at the Central Library.

2021 Notable Yards Contest
We are now accepting nominations for the 2021 Notable Yards Contest. We're looking for yards that look good and are good for
nature. Nominations are being accepted until June 30 with judging in July. A winner will be selected in each of Chesapeake's high
school districts (Deep Creek, Grassfield, Great Bridge, Hickory, Indian River, Oscar Smith and Western Branch), and each will
receive a gift card from White's Nursery and have a sign placed in their yard for one month. Professionally maintained yards are
ineligible. You can nominate your own yard, your neighbor's or friend's, or even one you see driving down the street here!

2020 Notable Yard Winner: Grassfield - 3105 Rebecca Drive, Joan and
Bill Gregory

2020 Notable Yard Winner : Hickory - 848 JoAnne Circle, Beth Keane

2021 Business Beautification Award
The annual CEIC Business Beautification Award
recognizes a business in Chesapeake that takes
pride in the visual impression it leaves on the
surrounding neighborhood and shows an
awareness of the environment.
Does your business check off the following
boxes:
 Located in Chesapeake
 Well-maintained Landscape
 Environmentally-sensitive Design
 Attention-grabbing Signage
 Litter-free Site
 Beautiful Building
 Want City-wide Recognition
Nominate your business for the CEIC Business
Beautification Award at
www.CityofChesapeake.net/CEIC
Missing a check in one or more boxes? Here are tips to strengthen your submission:
 Add recycling and cigarette receptacles to assist with litter control
 Add native plants and implement conservation landscape techniques to minimize polluted runoff and conserve water
 Assess and repair exterior building elements
 View previous winners on the CEIC website for inspiration
Nominations for the CEIC Business Beautification Award are open August 1—September 30, 2021.
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Central Library Traffic Circle: A Renovation of Historical Proportions
After more than a year of coordination and work (during a pandemic!), the improved Central Library traffic circle in Great Bridge is
finally a reality! In 2019, the CEIC’s Conservation Landscaping Committee recognized that the entrance to the most visited library
in Chesapeake presented an opportunity to showcase native plants and welcome visitors with a more attractive landscape.
Zach Elder, then manager of the Central Library, suggested to the
committee that the historic mill stone mounted on a brick pedestal
at the rear of the library, where it had been since 1973 when it was
donated to the Norfolk County Historical Society (NCHS), would
make a nice focal point for the traffic circle bed. The committee
agreed, and in February 2020, set in motion the process to build a
new pedestal and get the stone moved. Through many months of
coordination and revisions, a memorandum of understanding was
developed and signed by the NCHS, the CEIC, the Department of
Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT), and Bissette Construction
Company. Mark Bissette graciously donated his company’s
resources to build a new concrete pedestal, including drain holes,
Central Library Traffic Circle before renovations.
and move and secure the mill stone in its new resting place.
The move itself was quite an operation, since no one knew the stone’s weight or whether it would stay intact during handling.
Bissette’s men were extremely careful and, to everyone’s relief, the stone survived just fine! The NCHS arranged to have the
existing plaques removed from the library building and installed at the new site.

The Bissette Crew carefully
lifting the mill stone from
the old pedestal.

The Bissette Crew celebrating the successful
relocation of the mill stone on the new pedestal.

Before Bissette could get to work, Parks, Recreation and Tourism had to remove the existing vegetation and stumps in the circle
bed, the existing shrubs were replanted in a nearby bed, and then the soil was excavated and replaced with a planting mix to
improve drainage and add organic material. Lauren Ragsac, a member of the Conservation Landscaping Committee, designed a
landscape plan focused on a few tough, drought-tolerant, low maintenance native perennial plant types under 3’ tall (due to
visibility considerations) that would provide year-round interest. She chose Phlox subulata (creeping phlox) for the border,
Schizachyrium ‘Standing Ovation’ (little bluestem grass),
Central Library Traffic Circle after renovations featuring the mill stone and
Echinacea pallida (pale purple coneflower) and Rudbeckia
native plantings.
‘Viette’s Little Suzy’ (black-eyed Susan), all purchased by PRT and
planted by committee members. The last plants were put in the
ground at the end of March 2021, and the project was complete!
The Great Bridge Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution has officially adopted this spot and is responsible for
its ongoing maintenance. Many thanks to all who helped make
this project happen! The CEIC is excited to see how this bed
transforms as the plants mature, showing library visitors their
beauty and accenting the mill stone that is part of Great Bridge's
history. A great collaborative effort!
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Clean and Green Poster Contest Winners
The annual Chesapeake Clean and Green Poster Contest, which was open to all Chesapeake students K-12, prompted the artist to create a poster
that will get people to start thinking more about the environment and stop littering! The CEIC is proud to announce the 2021 Clean and Green
Poster Contest winners:
4th - 5th grade
K – 1st grade
Faith Ilanes – 1st place
Connor McCormick – 1st place
Emilia Knutson – 2nd place
Arisha Qureshi – 2nd place
Layla Thomas – 3rd place
Jennah Moustafa – 3rd place
Abby Norman –Honorable Mention

Connor McCormick, K-1st Grade, 1st Place
2nd -3rd grade
Miya Dennis Bollmann – 3rd place
Birol Edwin Duvagi – 1st place
Muneed Hadi Mehmood – 2nd place Aariz Qureshi – Honorable Mention

Faith IIanes, 4th-5th Grade, 1st Place

6th – 8th grade
Lina Billie – 1st place
Maggie Burt – 2nd place
Brooklyn Reed– 3rd place

Birol Edwin Duvagi , 2nd-3rd Grade, 1st Place

Lina Billie, 6th-8th Grade, 1st Place

Aneca Harris, 9th-12th Grade, 1st Place

Winners, their families, and teachers were invited to City
Hall for a recognition ceremony with the Mayor, City
Council members, and CEIC members. Congratulations to
all winners and thank you to the Clean and Green Poster
contest judges!

Be sure to tell your friends and neighbors about the new Heron Chronicle and look for the next issue in a few months!
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