
Joist Span

SIMPLE SPAN JOIST

Joist associated with Free-standing decks 

may overhang each end a max. 3’-0”

Joist Span

Min. span 6’0”

Beam  Splices at interior post 

location

Beam with Max 2’-0” overhang

Max. Beam Span – 8”-0” Max. Beam Span – 8’ 0”

Maximum Joist Spans and Beams Sizes

Joist Size Joist Spacing
Max. Joist Span

All Conditions

Beam Size

Simple Span Joists

Beam Size 

Overhanging 

Joists

2x6

2x6

2x8

2x8

2x10

2x10

2x12

2x12

16”

24”

16”

24”

16”

24”

16”

24”

8’ 1”

6’ 7”

12’-10”

11’-0”

16’-1”

13’-1”

18’-10”

15’-5”

2 – 2x8

2 – 2x8

2 – 2x10

2 – 2x8

2 – 2x10

2 – 2x10

2 – 2x12

2 – 2x12

2 – 2x10

2 – 2x10

2 – 2x12

2 – 2x12

3 – 2x12

2 – 2x12

3 – 2x12

3 – 2x12

LB=Max Beam 

Span

Post Typical

LB =Span of Beam LB/4’ max 

S
Y

 =
 S

o
u
th

e
rn

 Y
e
ll
o
w

 

P
in

e
 #

  
2
  
  
 G

ra
d
e
 

P
re

s
s
u
re

 T
re

a
te

d

SY#3

Max Span Simple 

Span Joists

5’ 9”

5’ 9”

7’-0”

5’-9”

7’-0”

7’-0”

8’-1”

8’-1”

Max Span

Overhanging Joists

10’ 3”

11’ 10”

9’-1”

9’-10”

10’-8”

9’-1”

10’-1”

10’-8”

Solid Blocking 

Joist at Bearing 

Point


