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Chesapeake Environmental Improvement Council
2021 Notable Yards Contest
The Chesapeake Environmental Improvement Council (CEIC), in partnership with the Chesapeake
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, is pleased to announce the winners in the 2021
Chesapeake Notable Yards contest.
Marking its 26th year, this annual contest celebrates yards that “look good and are good for nature.”
One winner was chosen from several of the Chesapeake school districts: Deep Creek, Great Bridge,
Hickory, Indian River, Oscar Smith and Western Branch. Notable Yard home nominations were
accepted May 3 through June 30 and were be submitted by friends, neighbors and even
homeowners themselves.
This year, teams of judges were comprised of CEIC members, associate members and Chesapeake
Master Gardeners. In total there were over 30 nominated properties across Chesapeake.
Judging criteria include overall visual appeal and garden design, use of healthy lawn practices to
minimize fertilizer, pesticide, and water usage; inclusion of native trees, shrubs and flowers; wildlife
habitat and/or food gardens; and solutions for rainwater harvesting and stormwater runoff control.
Each winner received a $50 gift certificate from White’s Nursery Garden Center, a certificate from
the CEIC, and yard sign for one month showcasing their Notable Yard.
The competition was fierce, but in the end, only six yards were able to claim a winning spot.
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Deep Creek, 715 Wood Duck Lane, Katie and Ryan Lippe
Katie and Ryan Lippe recently moved to this beautiful home along the old Gilmerton Deep Creek
Canal. The front of the home displays colorful beds of perennial plants including native types of
coneflowers, bee balm, phlox, and asters to attract bees, butterflies and other beneficial pollinators.
The lawn is well kept, but the homeowner strives to minimize herbicide usage. The back of the house
is graced by four large mature trees - a magnificent red oak, an Atlantic white cedar, a loblolly, and a
water oak. There is a bird bath and purple martin house. Future plans include adding more
landscaping in the backyard, installing rain barrels, and starting a vegetable garden.
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Great Bridge, 932 Waterford Drive, Patti and Jack McCambridge
Upon arriving at the neatly manicured property, you are greeted by busy pollinators sipping nectar
from a diverse array of perennial flowers, flowering shrubs, and small trees. Black-eyed Susans,
purple coneflowers, daylilies, feverfew, spiderwort, among other perennials create a season-long
burst of colors in the sunny front yard garden. Jack mows the fescue grass high, follows a strict
schedule for lawn maintenance, and tests the soil every few years to determine its needs. They add
compost as needed and only water when there has been no rain. His maintenance plan is a prime
example on how to have a nice lawn and also be environmentally conscious!
More daylilies, anemone, and peonies in the side garden leads you to the shady backyard, where the
temperature drops a few degrees. Mature loblolly pines, redbuds, dogwoods, and Japanese maples
(all planted by the homeowners), and pervious pathways define varied-purpose outdoor rooms and
gardens. Everywhere you look, there is something unique and surprising to appeal to your senses.
Patti uses thrift store finds to create fun garden art, including bowling balls made into gazing balls,
decorative plates as garden accents, and flatware to mark plants past their season. Birds, butterflies,
and bees can find food, water, and refuge throughout the yard. Repurposed items are used as bird
baths of varying depths and “puddle baths” for insects and small birds. Even plastic bottle caps of
different sizes and colors have been used to make a whimsical collage decorating the back fence. The
diverse and beneficial flora and whimsical touches make the McCambridge yard a fun and restful
retreat for all who enter.
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Hickory, 2409 Battlefield Boulevard South, Kristen Dougharty
The Dougharty property received high marks for turf reduction, with the majority of the backyard
turned into extensive raised beds filled with vegetable, berry and pollinator plants, all surrounded by
a permeable gravel courtyard. Water comes from numerous rain barrels and a large tank, which
capture runoff from the home's rain gutters. A set of three compost bins recycles organic waste for
use in the beds. The remaining turf is mowed but receives no fertilizer, herbicide or supplemental
water. Beautifully maintained containers fill the front porch, and nicely layered landscaping lends
visual appeal. Kristen Dougharty is a Chesapeake Master Gardener.
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Indian River, 306 Oaklette Drive, Mayra and Julio Batista
The owners, Mayra and Julio Batista, have done an amazing job enhancing and beautifying their
outdoor space. Notably, they have incorporated permeable hardscaping where walkways and
driveways are needed. They maintain an appropriate turfgrass variety (St. Augustine), in addition to
preserving large native oak trees with sizeable beds that are underplanted with a variety of
herbaceous plants and woody shrubs. The planting beds feature several native plants, such as
honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens), blazing star (Liatris spicata), goldenrod (Solidago rugosa),
swamp sunflower (Helianthus angustifolius) and cutleaf conflower (Rudbeckia laciniata). There was
no sign of any invasive plants of concern or issues with rainwater runoff. Thoughtful garden touches
such as a resting bench and tree and garden art, along with a bird feeder, are found throughout the
property.
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Oscar Smith, 808 Bowling Green Trail, Duane and Sharon Chittim
A couple of years ago, Duane and Sharon Chittim moved into their home tucked away in a
neighborhood along Old Butts Station Road and are working to make the most of their quarter-acre
lot. Around their front door they have a beautiful flower bed filled with Black-eyed Susans, lillies,
perennials, and a showpiece hydrangea. The backyard has a large, covered deck surrounded by
gravel walks to maximize drainage and well-proportioned planting beds along the inside of the
property fence. A row of street trees along Old Butts Station Road defines their northern border. A
matching pair of rain barrels collect water. The garden is graced with feeders and baths for birds.
Plants like native coral honeysuckle and the more well-behaved American wisteria provide more
wildlife feeding opportunities, attracting pollinators and hummingbirds. Wrens have found a
comfortable nesting place in the deck roof. In addition to creating an environmental haven in their
yard, the Chittims are supporters of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.
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Western Branch, 3144 Tyre Neck Road, Katie Benz
The Benz property is a testament to Katie’s love of gardening. She has eliminated a front lawn by
growing a multitude of vegetables, perennials and annual flowers for color and to entice pollinators.
Walking through the garden you find elderberry, blueberry, and blackberry bushes growing along
with squash, tomatoes, peppers and green beans. The garden is extremely productive for such a
small space. Rows are neatly established and are well maintained. It is obvious Katie planted her
garden with a keen eye on the size of plants in relation to each other, thereby ensuring the plants
receive plenty of sunshine, especially with the towering sunflowers. She has coneflowers to provide
seed for finches and a very large variety of herbs. Katie began beekeeping a year ago and has
recently gathered her first harvest from the hive. The chickens in the backyard, not only provide eggs,
but produce plenty of organic fertilizer to use in the garden. The property is outfitted with four rain
barrels which can store ample rainwater for a thirsty garden. Katie belongs to the Virginia Urban
Homesteaders, a group practicing urban agriculture and sustainable living techniques.
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