
Friends of Indian River

http://friendsofindianriver.org e-mail:info@friendsofindianriver.org

Striving to improve the quality of life for all the residents of the Indian River 
neighborhoods of Chesapeake, Virginia, by promoting and preserving 

a healthy and clean river, shorelines, parks, and green spaces 
connected to the surrounding community.

Founded

2012



Our Community
• Indian River area in 

northeast corner of 
Chesapeake

• 25,000 residents
• 9 miles of shoreline
• 60 acres of marsh
• 90 acre Indian River Park

Challenges
• Watershed drains all of 

Greenbrier and Indian River
• 52% Impervious Surface
• Failing Water Quality Grade 

• Nitrogen & Phosphorus
• Bacteria

• Aging Infrastructure from 
50’s, 60’s, 70’s

• Lack of public awareness



Indian River Road
Adopt-A-Spot Gardens – Tree Planting

Cleanups - Business Outreach – Litter Campaign



Indian River Restoration
Working with ERP and CBF on 

Oyster and Shoreline Restoration … “Scoop The Poop”
Yard Makeover …Less Lawns … More Native Plants



Indian River Canoe Launch
City, Friends, ERP, Kristina Bezanson (GWU Grad Student) 

develop site concept



Indian River Park
Nature Trail…. BioBlitz ….Native Plant Garden ….Trail Hikes 

.... Invasive Species Removal  …. Clean the Bay Days



Plymouth Park
5 acre City Park

Clean the Bay Day … Public Access Opportunity

Picnic Tables & Signage … Pathway, Trees, Playground



Civic Engagement
Monthly Meetings … Tabling and Outreach

Input at Town Halls … Planning Commission … City Council
Participate in City Committees … Input on Zoning and Permitting



Vision for “Main Street” Indian River Road
Help us make it a destination where people & business interact

Make it safe for 
people to travel 
by foot, bicycle, 

and car

Attract 
businesses worth 

visiting

Make streetscape 
pleasant, clean, 
and attractive

Steps
• Revitalize/Redevelop

Indian River Shopping Center
• Encourage businesses to update 

storefronts and plant more plants 
and flowers

• Reduce Speeding along Indian River Road
• Improve sidewalks and establish 

bike lanes and bike routes
• Implement Traffic Calming on side streets
• Eventually move power lines underground

Illustration from
https://bikesiliconvalley.org/category/advocacy-2/

el-camino-real-advocacy-2/redwood-city-el-camino-real/

Conceptual view of Indian River Rd
and Sparrow Rd intersection



Striving to improve 
the quality of life for all the 
residents of the Indian River 

neighborhoods by promoting and 
preserving a healthy and clean river, 
shorelines, parks, and green spaces 

connected to the surrounding 
community.
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Target Goals for Chesapeake
 Work toward a new balance between New Development vs. 

Revitalization of Existing Neighborhood 
 Invest in older communities to 

enable them to accommodate 
future growth

 Upgrade and “green” infrastructure 
to support in-fill development

 Revitalize aging shopping area 
with mixed use development

 Build in connectivity and walkability to reduce dependency 
on automobiles

 Adopt architectural standards for  attractive and  
environmental friendly residential housing

Graphic from FormBasedCodes.org



Target Goals for Chesapeake
 Protect Environmental Quality

 Improve water quality through efforts 
such as Clean Water Blueprint/TMDLs 
and the Eastern Branch Restoration Plan

 Protect and restore our city's wetlands 
 Educate public on environmental 

protection standards such as 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area, 
Landscaping Ordinances, living 
shorelines, and tree care best practices.

 Implement and fund Urban Forestry Plan 
to increase the city tree canopy 

 Revitalize city parks and protect 
existing green spaces

 Promote efforts on renewable energy and 
energy efficiency across the city



How We Can 
Work Together

 Continue focus on 
partnerships between 
environmental organizations, 
community groups, 
city and state agencies

 Encourage citizen engagement at public meetings, Town 
Meetings, and City Council Meetings

 Create realistic Small Area Plans for different parts of the city 
with strong stakeholder involvement AND enact strategies to 
implement plan recommendations

 Set aside funding to provide incentives for implementing best 
practices such as conservation landscaping, green infrastructure, 
and building retrofits



Friends of Indian River

Web: http://friendsofindianriver.org
Facebook: Friends of Indian River
E-mail: info@friendsofindianriver.org

The Friends of Indian River, Inc. is organized and operated exclusively for exempt purposes 
set forth in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

© 2020, Friends of Indian River.  All Rights Reserved.

Guest speakers at monthly meeting, 
third Thursday of month @ 7:00 -8:30 pm 

at Oaklette United Methodist Church, 
520 Oaklette Drive, just off Indian River 


