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Cavalier Wildlife Management Area: 
Connecting Nature and People
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Virginia Department of 
Game & Inland Fisheries

Mission
Conserve and manage wildlife populations and habitat for the benefit of present and future 
generations .

Connect people to Virginia’s outdoors through boating, education, fishing, hunting, trapping, 
wildlife viewing, and other wildlife -related activit ies .

Protect people and property by promoting safe outdoor experiences and managing human -
wildlife confl icts .
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Cavalier Wildlife Management Area

• Purchased in 2005 for wetlands habitat management, wetlands restoration, plant community 
restoration, recreational access

• Main tract 3,800 acres; Dismal 
Swamp tract 750 acres

• Once part of Great Dismal Swamp
• Drained and ditched > 200 years ago
• Archaeological site 9,000+ years old
• Goals:

• Develop and enhance fores ted wet lands ,
ear ly - success ional  & At lant ic whi te
cedar ecosys tems

• Develop and prov ide opt imal canebrake
rat t lesnake habi ta t
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Species of Greatest Conservation Need

• Virginia’s Wildlife Action Plan:
883 species at risk

• Important habitats, threats, 
conservation actions

• 50 SCGN in the watershed; 
36 “priority”

• Priority conservation actions:
• Mainta in and res tore wet lands
• Mainta in and res tore fores t  habi ta t
• Mainta in and res tore open habi ta t
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Canebrake Rattlesnake

• State endangered species; protected under
Virginia law

• Approximately 80% of historic habitat lost
• Threats: development, small

population size, persecution
• Conservation Plan 2012
• Cavalier WMA anchors one of 5

core areas of conservation 
opportunity to keep the canebrake
from being extirpated in southeast
Virginia
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Habitat Management & Restoration
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Cavalier Hydrologic 
Restoration Project

Restoration of hydrology and reforestation  

of 3,783 acres of severely drained and 

degraded forest habitat
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Wildlife Watching

Ecotourism & 
Wildlife Viewing Recreation

Wildlife Interpretation 
Through Various Mediums

Citizen Science
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Ecotourism & Wildlife Related Recreation

Participation Numbers & Economic Benefits

Total Wildlife-Related 
Recreation Participants = 103.7 million 

Wildlife Watchers 
Total participants** …. 86.0 million 
(a 20% increase from 2011 – due to increased 

photography and feeding around the home)
Around the home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81.1 million 
Away from home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.7 million 
** 18.8 million wildlife watched both around the home 
and away from home.

Sportspersons 
Total participants* . . . . . . . . . . . 39.6 million 
Anglers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.8 million 
Hunters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.5 million 
*7.7 million both fished and hunted. 

Definition of wildlife watching: a "special interest" in wildlife around the home or taking a trip for the "primary 
purpose" of wildlife watching. Secondary wildlife watching, such as incidentally observing wildlife while pleasure driving, is not included.

2016 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation. 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 2016.
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Participation and Expenditures in Virginia by State Residents and 
Nonresidents – from the National Survey

Year

Number of 
Participants

Average per
spender
(dollars)

% of
wildlife-
watching

participants 
AWAY FROM 

HOME

2011 
(Census)

1.604 M $218 64

2016 
(Census) 907,000 $157 40

2016 
(Rockville) 3.294 M $442 59

Wildlife Viewers in Virginia

Take-aways, Regardless of Which Survey Used:
• A Significant and Large User Group (907,000 – 3.2 Million)
• More Wildlife Watchers than Hunters and Anglers

Expenditure
item

Expenditures
(thousands 

of
dollars)

Average per
participant

(dollars)

Wildlife 
watching 

equipment

$349,010 $126

Wildlife 
watching

equipment $142,570 $63

Wildlife 
watching 

equipment
1,456,285 $261
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Opportunities for Collaboration
• Maintaining corridors that al low for natural

movement of wildlife and decreases human -
wildlife interactions

• Increasing set -asides/natural buffers
• Evaluating the impacts of wildl i fe -related and

outdoor-related recreation to il lustrate the full
value of this important economic driver

• Evaluating groundwater mining and hydrologic
function to understand the impacts of withdrawals
on natural systems

• Evaluating and identifying important habitats and
restoration opportunities , consistent with the Wildlife
Action Plan, Canebrake Conservation Plan and other
natural resource plans


