
  
  

 

Department Report 
December 2016 

Holiday ornaments created by after-school participants. 

Department Float in the Chesapeake Rotary Christmas Parade 

 

Tap Class Performance at the Holiday Brass Concert  

Department float in the Rotary Christmas Parade  
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The department received two awards through the 
Virginia Recreation and Park Society (VRPS). The 
winners were announced at the VRPS Annual 
Conference in Roanoke at the beginning of 
November. These VRPS awards are a state-wide 
program that honors individuals, departments and 
organizations throughout Virginia who have 
demonstrated excellence in any of several areas 
during the previous year.  
 
The Award Categories for Population Greater than 
100,000:  
 
Best New Special Event – Miss Abilities Chesapeake  
Best New Facility (Parks, Playgrounds, Greenways 
and Trails) – Elizabeth River Park  

 
Pictured right is a link to the November issue of the 
Virginia Parks & Recreation Magazine featuring an 
article on Elizabeth River Park on pages 12 & 13 and 
the awards on the subsequent pages.  

 
  

Chesapeake Parks, Recreation and Tourism Wins Two Awards!  

https://issuu.com/virginiarecreationparksociety/docs/november_2016_final_draft_for_publi?workerAddress=ec2-54-162-53-28.compute-1.amazonaws.com
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Administrative Office and Visitor Center  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

With the holidays here, people are finding that the 

Chesapeake Visitor Center Gift Shop has items that make 

perfect stocking stuffers. Top sellers for November included a 

Black Bear Pen, Peach Buds Candy, and the Virginia is For 

Lovers Keychain. There’s still time to purchase items for the 

holidays. The Visitor Center is open every day this holiday 

season except for Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  

   

Pictured: Peach Buds Candy, one of several 
varieties of turtles, and a Black Bear Pen 

Holiday Coasters  
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Incoming Phone Calls Directed from the Front Office - November 2016

 Calls (does not include direct line calls)

Unbound, a Scholastic book targeted for 4th to 

7th grade readers, is a girl’s story of growing up 

in slavery and escaping into the Dismal Swamp.  

  

 

Other Items for Sale 
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Staff Development  

Lucia La Rocca from Human 
Resources conducted a 
training session, “Interviewing 
Skills for Supervisors,” during a 
Quarterly Staff Meeting at 
Deep Creek Community 
Center.  

A Playground Maintenance 
course, conducted by Bliss 
Products, sponsored a three-day 
hands-on training course on 
playground maintenance held at 
G. A. Treakle Elementary 
School. The class was attended 
by Parks maintenance staff as 
well as maintenance staff from 
Schools.  
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Accounting/Financial Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arboretum Board  
Storm damage – bridges, downed pecan trees  2017 Programs  Next meeting January 23.  
Advisory Board  
Chairman Chris Boyd and Vice Chairman Tabitha Abnet were elected.  Members of the Board thanked outgoing 
board members Chairman Derek Bennett, Richard Fisher and Clifton Pierce for their service.  Next meeting is 
January 5 at Great Bridge Community Center. 

Chesapeake Environmental Improvement Council (CEIC)  
Notable Yards Committee met and revised rules for the 2017 contest  Locality License Plate Fund for 
Beautification and Conservation Program  Holiday lunch was held on December 7 at River Crest Community 
Center  

Fine Arts Commission 
3 new commissioners on board.  LaVerne Reed was elected as interim chair. Robin Freeman is interim Vice 
Chair.  Next meeting is January 20  Grant application forms were updated and were posted on the 
department’s website with a due date of January 12, 2017.   

Arts Alive!  
Two fundraisers: Holiday Craft Show and Holiday Brass, both held at the Chesapeake Conference Center, helped 
Arts Alive! raise about $1800.00 and $700.00, respectfully in basket sales. These are the last two fundraisers 
available to fill the coffers of the Chesapeake Competition for Students in the Arts fund to be held February 18, 
2017. Visit us at: www.CityofChesapeake.net/ArtsAlive  or www.ArtsAliveChesapeake.org for details! Registration 
deadline: February 6. 

Public Art – 9/11 Committee 
Committee’s participation in upcoming events/parades  Fundraising Plans  9/11 Decals and Holiday 
packaging 
Tourism Advisory Board 
Tourism staff updates  Board resignations  Restaurant Week – March 4 – 11  Next meeting January 25.  

 
 
  

 

The following have been topics of discussion during the most recent department boards and 
commission meetings:  

 

  Board Bits   

http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/ArtsAlive
http://www.artsalivechesapeake.org/
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Parks 
 
Chesapeake City Park  
 
 
 
At patrons’ requests, 
810 feet of bottom rail 
were added to the large 
and small dog parks to 
eliminate the potential 
for dogs slipping under 
the fence. This also 
provides more stability 
and gives the fence a 
much cleaner look. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new sidewalk was added behind 
the Ranger Station to tie the 
restrooms and water fountain into the 
existing path system. There has 
been positive feedback to the 
improvement, as this is the common 
route even when it is muddy. 
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Michelli Booker’s Food Display 

 
 
Chesapeake Arboretum 
 
Holiday Gathering  
Arboretum Board Members, friends and staff gathered at the Arboretum the first 
part of December to recognize volunteers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Ed Bradley, (L) leads a group to the trails 

The Yuletide Camellia only 
blooms during the winter season. 
The blooms pictured here are 
from the bush by the house.  

Arboretum Board member, Deb Pearson, and volunteers Barbara 
Gelzer, Annette Collins, Kaye Butler, and Linda Baskerville 
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(Below) 
Board member, Michelli Booker, Phil Johnson, and  

Board member Deb Pearson and her husband  

Volunteer and Master Gardener, Linda Baskerville, 
and Board member, Larry Barlow 

Scrapbooks were on 
display showing the 

history of the Arboretum 
and Homestead 

Holiday Decorations at the Homestead 
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Cornland Park  
A timer was installed on the parking lot lights to allow for safe departure from site at 
sundown.  

 
 
Deep Creek Park  
The parking lot was re-graded (picture 
immediate left) and the site of the relocated 
playground was seeded (picture far right).   
 
 
 

 
  

The Greenhouse was completed and covered.  

Chesapeake’s Destination Playground is featured on Play & Park Structures’ website. 
Click on the picture to follow the link. 

https://www.playandpark.com/
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Indian River Park South 
The Friends of Indian River had a clean-up event on December 10th. The volunteers cleared two areas of invasive 
English Ivy, trees and shrubs were mulched at the entrance. In addition to the regular volunteers, support was on-
site from the Virginia League of Conservation Voters and youth, some of which are from the AP Science class at 
Kempsville High School.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northwest River Park 

Lake Lesa was stocked with trout on November 22nd.  
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Recreation 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY MEMBERSHIP USAGE -- COMMUNITY CENTERS- NOVEMBER 2016 
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Camelot Community Center 
Ongoing/Upcoming Activities: 
Camelot Senior Exercise Group, Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9:30 am 
Soul Line Dancing, Mondays, 6-8 pm, $3/person 
Zumba, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7-8 pm, $36/session; $7 drop-in 
Camelot Senior Club, 2nd Thursday, 9 am 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Deep Creek Community Center  
Ongoing/Upcoming Activities: 

Stay & Play, Monday-Friday, 2-6 pm  
Mixxed Fit, Mondays, 6:30-7:30 pm 
Seniors In Motion, Fridays, 9:30-10:30 am 
Senior Pickle-Ball, Mondays, 10 am-1 pm   
 
 

Dr. Clarence V. Cuffee Community Center 
Everyone had a fantastic time at the Fall Festival of Fun.  Over 300+ youth and parents attended.  There were 
games and lots of goodies at the Trunk-or-Treat vehicles. Participants also received books, bookmarks, and 
information on health and bullying. The seniors made lovely jewelry and the rental groups used their creative 
minds to beautifully decorate their events. We continue to welcome our visitors and new patrons to the community 
and the center.  
 
Ongoing/Upcoming Activities:   
Senior Soul Line Dancing, Mondays: 12 -1:30pm & Wednesdays 1:30-3 pm 
Silver Strands, Tuesdays, 10 am-2 pm 
Silver Foxes, Tuesdays, 11 am-3 pm 
Aikido Tuesday 6:30-7:30pm 
SES of VA, Monday-Friday (except Wednesday), 9 am-2 pm 
New Women Seniors, 3rd Friday, 10 am-12 pm 
  

 Senior Club Meeting and Exercise Class 
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Trunk-or-Treat 

Center Rentals  

55 and Better Jewelry Making  
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Great Bridge Community Center 
Ongoing/Upcoming Activities: 
Stay & Play, Monday-Friday, 2-6 pm 
Adult Night Basketball, Mondays, 6-8 pm 
Seniors in Motion, Tuesdays, 9:30-10:30 am 
Tai Chi for You, Mondays, 1-2 pm 
Beginner Gymnastics, Mondays, 6-7 pm 
Kathy’s Kraftbox, Mondays, 6-8 pm 
Mini Michaelangelos, Tuesdays, 9:30 am-10:30am 
Seniors Motion, Tuesdays, 9:30-10:30 am 
Little Picassos, Tuesdays, 10:45-11:45 am 
Aerobics, Tuesdays, 11 am-12 pm 
Creative Movement, Tuesdays, 5:15-6 pm 
AMP Karate, Wednesdays, 5:15-6 pm 
Tike Tunes, Mondays, 9:30-10:30 am 
Jazz Dance, Tuesdays, 6-6:45 pm 
Ballet & Tap I, Fridays, 5:45-6:45 pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian River Community Center 
Ongoing/Upcoming Activities: 
Stay & Play, Monday-Friday, 2-6 pm  
Pickleball, Wednesdays, 1-3 pm 
Seniors in Motion, Thursdays, 9:30-10:30 am 
Ballet & Tap I, ages 5-10, Tuesdays, November 1-December 13, 5-6 pm, $36/session 
Tot Gymnastics, ages 3-5, Saturdays, October 29-December 3, 10:15-11 am, $36/session 
Beginner Gymnastics, ages 5-10, Saturdays, October 29-December 3, 11:15-12:15 pm, $36/session 
Hatha/Vinyasa Yoga, ages 16+, Fridays, 10/21-12/16, 5:30-6:30 pm, $36/session 

 

New Leg Press 

Stay & Play Pumpkin Craft  

Handicap Ramp Renovations  
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River Crest Community Center 
Ongoing/Upcoming Activities: 

Stay & Play, Monday-Friday, 2-6 pm  
Evening Aerobics, Tuesdays/Thursdays, 6-7 pm 
Seniors In Motion, Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 am 
Senior Pickle-Ball, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1-3 pm 
Paint 4 Fun, Thursdays, 9 am-2 pm 

  

New Coat Hooks in 
the  

Weight Room 

New Handicap Markings 
 in the Parking Lot 

How Many 
Pumpkins are in 

the Pumpkin 
Patch Contest 

Saturday Morning Full 
Court Games 

New Handicap Parking Sign 

Deep Creek High School Soccer Players 
Practicing on the newly renovated tennis courts 
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Trunk-or-Treat 

                              

 

 

 
South Norfolk Community Center 
The annual Trunk-or-Treat was a great success.  There were 26 cars and more than 600 participants. Participants 
received treats and books. A special thanks to all who made this wonderful day possible. The Niner’s Senior Club 
celebrated Halloween with a good old fashion costume contest and a Harvest Fest. Chesapeake Police officers 
stopped by to throw a football with the youth patrons. 
 
Ongoing/Upcoming Activities: 
STEAM, 3rd Tuesdays, 4-5 pm                                                                   
Teen Cuisine, 4th Thursday 4-5 pm 
Aikido, Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm 
TOPS, Tuesdays, 6-7 pm  
Niner’s Senior Club, Thursdays, 11 am-1 pm 
Joy Club Senior Club, 1st Wednesday and 3rd Thursday, 11 am-1 pm  
Red Hatters, 3rd Saturday, 11 am-2 pm 
Eva Gardner’s, 1st Tuesday, 6-9 pm 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                     
          
   

          

 

 

 

              

 
  

Chesapeake Police  
with youth patrons  

 

 

                              

 

Derek Bennett and 
Richard Fisher of the 
Advisory Board pass 
out candy 
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Western Branch Community Center 
Ongoing/Upcoming Activities: 
Adult Night Basketball, Mondays, 6-9 pm 
Pickleball, Tuesdays: 1-3 pm & Thursdays: 9 am- 12 pm 
Badminton, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 6-8 pm 
Peppy Steppers Line Dancing, Tuesdays, 6-9 pm 
Teen Night Basketball, Wednesdays, 6-9 pm 
Open Volleyball, Wednesdays & Thursdays, 6-9 pm 
Rockin’ to the Oldies, Thursdays, 6-9 pm 
AMP Karate, Fridays, 5-6 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

55 and Better 
Fee-Based Senior Programs 
Our most recent bus trip was to the Virginia Living Museum in Newport News. Fourteen adventurous seniors 
made the trip and thoroughly enjoyed the exhibits and outdoor animal trails. We have been collecting new trip 
ideas from the participants of all of our recent bus trips, so stay tuned for some new destinations to visit! 
 
Ceramics at the Portlock Annex building in South Norfolk has a dedicated following of both morning and afternoon 
participants. There were 11 participants in the morning session and nine participants in the afternoon session for 
this month. Many of the seniors have started on their holiday ceramic projects including lighted Christmas trees, 
angel or stocking ornaments and Father Christmas decorations. 
 
Walk-In Programs 
Open Pickle-Ball – This free activity continues to grow as more folks discover this fast and fun activity held at 
various community centers throughout the week. 
 
Paint for Fun is meeting once a week at River Crest Community Center. There were several artists from this group 
that displayed their artwork during the Art Expo held at Portlock Gallery in November. Crocheting, meeting once a 
week at South Norfolk Community Center, was the recipient of a donation of yarn, fabric and batting from a senior 
cleaning out her craft room. It felt like Christmas a month early! 
 

  

Senior patrons 
enjoying a 

morning workout 

Clubroom Rental (baby shower) 
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The Senior Club Council had their annual holiday luncheon on 
Wednesday, December 14 at River Crest Community Center. 
This annual event provided a healthy dose of camaraderie 
and fun with a catered meal with traditional holiday fare as 
well as Christmas carols being sung in unison and a 
scavenger hunt around the center to round out the event! The 
Club Council members are continuing their community 
involvement efforts by making more woven blankets for the 
homeless made from plastic grocery store bags and finishing 
their 2016 Holiday Food Drive. A second delivery was made 
after last month’s meeting on Wednesday, November 9, to the 
House of Blessing. Members got a tour of the operation and 
were surprised to learn that 1700+ individuals and families 
receive food on a monthly basis…the members felt great about 
being able to contribute to this very worthy mission.  
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Therapeutic Recreation   
And the winner for Best New Special Event for population 
over 100,000 individuals in Virginia is…MISS ABILITIES 
CHESAPEAKE!! On Monday, November 7, Chesapeake 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism was awarded Best New 
Special Event at Virginia Recreation and Park Society’s 
Annual Conference in Roanoke, Virginia.   
 
Alley Cats saw 11 bowlers on Saturday, November 5 and 
on Saturday, November19. Jr Alley Cats was canceled due 
to the Bowling Alley being rented out for a private event.  Jr. 
Alley Cat bowlers decided to attend a movie with their 
families instead.  
    
CRew Club had another exciting night of CREw Club on 
November 7th!  CREw club members were tasked with 

making the longest paper chain with a partner using only one piece of construction paper. They were equipped 
with a set of scissors for each partner, one piece of construction paper and 30 minutes. The time started and they 
were off to the races! They presented their chains once the 30 minutes was over. They were various lengths, 
widths and shapes. The goal of the activity was to work on communication and understanding the differences in 
other’s communication styles. After making paper chains, they enjoyed harvest Chex mix and socialization with 
each other. While socializing, CREw club selected to hold their annual Holiday Potluck on December 5th.  CREw 
club ventured to Partee’s Mini Golf on Monday, November 21 for their outing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Teen Time meet on Tuesday, November 8th.  During their on-site meeting, they discussed and completed a I Am 
Thankful A-Z activity.  Each individual wrote down one item they were thankful for starting with a different letter of 
the Alphabet.  Once they did they went around and shared what they were thankful for.  They discovered that not 
everyone is thankful for the same things and that there are thousands of things/people/places/ideas to be thankful 
for.  Some of the creative answers included-Voting (it was election night after all!), Opportunity, Oreo’s, Breathe, 
and Zippers. Teen time ventured to Cloud 9 on Tuesday, November 22, for some jumping fun!  
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AMP Beginning Karate Great Bridge and Western Branch continues to meet to 
develop and fine tune their beginning skills in order to obtain their white belt at the 
end of this six week session in December.  AMP Intermediate Karate Great Bridge 
met on November 2 with a discussion on responsibility and accountability.  Each 
member discussed what these principals meant to them as a martial artist.  After a 
few strength and endurance exercises, each participant was given the opportunity to 
break a 2x4 board.  Intermediate Karate Western Branch continues to work on their 
teambuilding/communication skills in order to optain their blue belts.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respite Night was held on Saturday, November 12th at Brickheadz.  Twenty-two participants did some brick 
building, Minecraft, Wii, and Sensory Ball Pit fun!  Several new participants joined Respite Nights at Brickheadz 
since the Virginia Beach Bounce House Respite Night was canceled.  They stated they really enjoyed the variety 
that Brickheadz offered instead of the Bounce House and will hopefully be joining us at future Respite Nights. The 
last Respite Night was held on Saturday, December 10th.  Beginning in January, Respite Nights will be held on 
the first Saturday of the Month.     
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Stay & Play Youth Child Care Program 
 
 
Below is the daily participant count for all Stay & Play Programs for October 31 – November 25.  

 
Week 9 Camelot Deep 

Creek 
Great Bridge Indian River River Crest South Norfolk Western Branch 

Monday 18 27 28 28 28 29 38 

Tuesday 18 30 27 23 34 15 37 

Wednesday 21 30 27 25 34 25 37 

Thursday 21 31 28 28 31 29 37 

Friday 20 32 29 29 28 25 37 

 98 150 139 133 155 123 186 

Week 10 Camelot Deep 
Creek 

Great Bridge Indian River River Crest South Norfolk Western Branch 

Monday no 
school 

no school no school no school no school no school no school 

Tuesday no 
school 

no school no school no school no school no school no school 

Wednesday 19 33 26 27 31 23 32 

Thursday 20 32 25 30 30 23 34 

Friday no 
school 

no school no school no school no school no school no school 

 39 65 51 57 61 46 66 

Week 11 Camelot Deep 
Creek 

Great Bridge Indian River River Crest South Norfolk Western Branch 

Monday 20 30 30 25 28 26 36 

Tuesday 20 30 31 29 31 26 35 

Wednesday 20 30 30 30 33 26 36 

Thursday 20 29 32 29 33 25 34 

Friday 19 30 34 27 30 25 36 

 99 149 157 140 155 128 177 

Week 12 Camelot Deep 
Creek 

Great Bridge Indian River River Crest South Norfolk Western Branch 

Monday 20 30 29 24 31 26 33 

Tuesday 19 30 29 27 29 26 36 

Wednesday 17 22 23 22 18 23 25 

Thursday no 
school 

no school no school no school no school no school no school 

Friday no 
school 

no school no school no school no school no school no school 

 56 82 81 73 78 75 94 
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Veterans’ Day Ceremony 

 

Instructional Classes – Adult and Youth 
 

 
 
Special Events and Programs 
Special Events 
Special Event Permitting 

Chesapeake hosted 12 Outdoor Special Events in November.  Of the 12 permitted events, 8 were held in our 
parks and 4 were held on private property, roadways, or other City property. To date, 186 Outdoor Special Event 
Permit Applications have been submitted in 2016.  
   
Highlighted events included the Chesapeake Jubilee Fall Craft Market at City Park, Northwest River Park Family 
Fun Day at Northwest River Park, Veterans’ Day Ceremony at Chesapeake City Hall, Oyster and South Festival at 
Greenbrier Farms and the Home-A-Rama Holiday Edition at the Edinburgh neighborhood. In addition to the 
Outdoor Special Event Permits issued in November, 16 Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Special Use Permits were 
issued for lower impact special events in our parks. 

Below is the list of permitted outdoor events for the month of November:   
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Jubilee Fall Craft Market  
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Event Date  Event Name  Event Location  

5 Chesapeake Jubilee Craft 
Market 

Chesapeake City Park 

5 Northwest River Park 
Family Fun Day  

Northwest River Park  

9 – 20 Home-a-Rama Holiday 
Edition  

Edinburgh  

11 Run for the Music 5K Oak Grove Lake Park  

11 Veterans’ Day Ceremony  Chesapeake City Hall 

11 Dominion Veterans’ Bridge 
Completion Celebration  

Dominion Veterans’ Bridge  

13 Toothman Benefit  Greenbrier Farms 

19 Turkey Give-a-Way Johnson Park  

19  Plan Bee Academy 8K & 
Fun Run  

Dismal Swamp Canal Trail 

19 Oyster and South Festival Greenbrier Farms 

19 Turkey Trailer: A Day of 
Giving Back  

Chesapeake City Park  

19 & 20 Chesapeake Challenge 
Cup  

Centerville Park  

 

Special Programs  

Keep Chesapeake Beautiful Cleanup Highlights 

The Great Bridge Women’s Club beautified 
Chesapeake by picking up about 160 lbs. of litter on 
Albemarle Drive between Battlefield and Cedar Road. 
These volunteers are a great example of Chesapeake 
residents helping to beautify our City.   

Boy Scout Troop 901 braved the cold and had 21 
volunteers clean the first 2 miles at the Dismal 
Swamp Canal Trail. They collected roughly 80 lbs. of 
litter! 
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Chesapeake Recycles Day  

There were 414 cars that came to TCC in Chesapeake on November 12 to drop off their household hazardous 
waste and all kinds of recyclables! Here is a breakdown of items recycled at this event: 

 SPSA: 
o Latex Paint: 950 gallons 
o Anti-Freeze: 90 gallons 
o Used Oil: 144 gallons 
o Gasoline: 61 gallons 
o Liquid/Solid Poison and Aerosols: 96 gallons 
o Batteries: 30 lbs. 
o Cleaners: 58 gallons 
o Propane/Helium Tanks: 8 
o Fluorescent Bulbs: 12 
o Paint related materials: 29 gallons 
o Used cooking oil: 20 gallons 

 Stealth Shredding: 11,500 lbs. 

 Goodwill: 7,760 lbs. 
 

Business Beautification Award 

Girl Scout Council of Colonial Coast at 912 Cedar Road was 
recently honored as the 2016 Chesapeake Business 
Beautification Award winner.  "A Place for Girls" is the 
headquarters and program center for the Girl Scout Council of 
the Colonial Coast. This headquarters supports services for 
over 13,000 girls and 7,000 volunteers through southeast 
Virginia and northeast North Carolina. The neatly maintained 
grounds around the building provides staff and visitors with a 
tranquil setting including a small garden area with a pond 
framing their flagpole area.  Benches and nature and tree 
identification signage are placed along the perimeter of the 
parking area. For a bonus feature, the facility maintains an 8.5 
acre nature area with boardwalk and trails along Bells Mill 
Creek, a tributary of the Elizabeth River. Alden Cleanthes, 
CEIC Chair, presents Tracy Keller, CEO of Girl Scouts of the 
Colonial Coast, with their Business Beautification Award. 

This award is sponsored by the Chesapeake Environmental 
Improvement Council and the Women’s Division Hampton 
Roads Chamber of Commerce Chesapeake. 

Special Events  

The Chesapeake Holiday Craft Show 

The Holiday Craft Show at the Chesapeake 
Conference Center was held on November 19 
and 20 and once again we had an amazing event; 
it was an absolute hit! Over the two days, the craft 
show welcomed over 6,000 people through its 
doors and with over 80 vendors present, 
shoppers had a wide range of treasures to 
choose from.  
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Back by popular demand, the children’s room was again “Santa’s Children’s Workshop”. Activities included:  
homemade holiday ornaments, interactive train display provided by Kids Run Trains, pictures with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus and coloring stations .   

Northwest River Park’s Family Fun Day 

Originally scheduled in September, the event was postponed 
to November 5 because of extremely wet conditions and the 
weather was BEAUTIFUL!  With temperatures in the 60’s it 
was a wonderful day to experience all that Northwest River 
Park has to offer!    

Again this year the event featured activities that stretched all 
over the park. To accommodate more attendees, a parking 
shuttle was implemented from the equestrian area. This year, 
an estimated 3,000 families enjoyed free activities that 
included: canoeing, mini golf, paddleboats, nature programs, 
inflatables, face painting, photo booth, petting zoo, pony rides, 
rock climbing wall, and an expanded 3 and under play area. A 
number of food vendors were also on hand for the day offering 
some of the best concessions in Hampton Roads.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Movie & More” Series featuring Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 

Immediately following the Family Fun Day we held 
the “Movie & More” Series featuring Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs 2.  The event featured all of 
the Family Fun Day activities along with a dance 
party by Astro DJ playing family friendly music.  
That’s right, 2 Events – 1 Location – 1 Great Day! 
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Athletics 

The athletics division was excited to host the Cardinal Conference end-of-season Rugby Tournament at Deep 

Creek Park on November 5. The Old Dominion University Monarchs Rugby team played in the Cardinal 

Conference and lost to the N.C. State Wolfpack in the semifinals.  

 

Congratulations to the following winners of the 2016 youth football league: 

Midget Champions-Indian River Cowboys 

Runner up- Deep Creek Crimson Tide 

Junior Champions- Great Bridge Cardinals 

Runner up-Deep Creek Tarheels 

 

There were 1,600 participants registered in youth basketball resulting in 190 teams. Youth basketball practice 

starts December 3 with games starting January 7.   

The athletics division is offering the Sunday Sports Block program again this year. The program offers practice 

      time to athletic teams of all sports at the Great Bridge, Deep Creek, and Western Branch Community Centers. 

 

 
Athletic Permits  

The Athletics Division has issued 318 athletic permits to date covering youth and adult practices, games, 

tournaments and athletic events.  November’s highlighted athletic permits are listed below: 

1. Cardinals Collegiate Rugby Conference-end of season tournament-Deep Creek Park November 5 and 6 

2. Softball Nation Foodbank Invitational-Coed Softball Tournament Greenbrier Park and Indian River High 

School November 6 

3. Softball Nation Lockdown Sports Classic-Men’s Softball Tournament-Greenbrier Park November 12 

4. Softball Nation Pitches Be Trippin Classic-Greenbrier Park November 19 

5. Softball Nation Thanksgiving Classic-Coed Softball Tournament Greenbrier Park and Indian River High 

School November 20 

6. Tidewater Senior Softball Association-Winterball-Sundays-Greenbrier Park and Indian River High School 

7. Kickball League of Hampton Roads-Western Branch Park-Fridays throughout November 

8. Team Waar Kickball League-Indian River Community Center-Fridays throughout November 

9. LLF Adult Soccer League-Centerville Park-Sundays throughout November 

  

Great Bridge Cardinals 
vs.Deep Creek Tarheels 
 

Great Bridge Cardinals 

Indian River Cowboys 
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Deep Creek Tarheels versus Great Bridge Seahawks 
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Old Dominion vs. North Carolina State University

Old Dominion University vs. 
 Radford University 
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Public Communications 
Website: With over 300 webpages, Internet information is actively being updated daily. The home PR&T webpage 
is updated each week to reflect what’s going on during the next week. We are currently working toward updating 
various pictures throughout the site as needed. Email forms have been created for the CEIC webpages for various 
awards and contest entries to reduce paper usage.   
Social Media:  

 We now have paid Facebook advertising of events and registrations. An ad plan for the year will be set 

soon with input from the Marketing Strategies group. With minimal keystrokes, advertisements can be 

done on FB for as little as $5! The added benefit, folks will repost and reach many more people!  Gain 

more Friends, too!  

 The first Facebook ad was for Youth Basketball. The ad ran for one day and there were approximately 50 

registrations in a day, which is higher than normal. The overall increase of Youth Basketball registrations 

from 2015 to 2016 was 236. More promotion of events and registrations on Facebook is planned.  

 A YouTube channel has been created to upload videos from various events. This is in the very early 

stages. A quick link will be added for this once the required 100 subscribers are added! Please check out 

our YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1ELjujjOccKNxb5plg7T2g.  

Other Promotions: As I.T./Public Safety have expanded the scope of Chesapeake Alert messages for advertising, 
closings and postponements, announcements, and registration information, everyone should sign-up! These 
Alerts are delivered to various endpoints: cell, text, and/or email accounts – you choose what’s best for you. 
Chesapeake Alert is not only for emergency notifications but for community notifications, as well. So stay in the 
“know” about your leisure time and recreation opportunities for the whole family, too, with Chesapeake Alert!  
It’s simple: Sign up for a free account at www.CityofChesapeake.net/chesapeakealert.  

 
 
 
 
Tourism 
Staff attending the Society of Meeting 
Professionals’ monthly meeting held in 
Richmond. Pictured immediate right are Cheryl 
Moreles and Jeff Bunn. 
 

 
 
Tourism staff coordinated the City’s vendor 
table for the 2016 Homearama held in 
Edinburgh November 9-20. Each day different 
departments had the opportunity to promote 
and highlight their department. The Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism Department manned 
the table on both weekends promoting the 
department and City activities. Pictured far right 
are staff members, Cyndy Perkins and Jeff 
Bunn.   
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1ELjujjOccKNxb5plg7T2g
http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/chesapeakealert
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The Grinch, among other Homearama visitors, stopped by the 
department table.  

 
 
 
Tourism staff worked closely with the athletic 
staff during the 2016 Cardinals Collegiate Rugby 
Conference. Several of the teams stayed in our 
Chesapeake hotels. Pictured left is David Clark, 
Tournament Director.  
 

 
 
Tourism staff was out at the East Coast Gateway Welcome 
Center in November promoting all of our upcoming holiday 
events.  

 

 
 
The Chesapeake CVB was proud to take 
part in the Your Military Reunion 
Connection (YMRC) ConFam hosted in Newport News November 9 – 11. 
We were able to speak with 13 different military reunion planners who were 
interested in bringing their reunions to Chesapeake.  

 
 

 

On November 15, the Chesapeake Sports Club held its 
monthly luncheon. Redskins legend, Ron Saul, was the 
featured speaker. A few Chesapeake Public School 
students were recognized, and a plaque was mounted at 
the Conference Center honoring the Club’s Legends of 
Honor.  

Off the Hook Restaurant won 2 trophies at the Taste of 
Chesapeake, one for “Tastiest of the Taste” and the other 
for “Best Presentation”.  

Chesapeake has been celebrating the holidays with a variety of community 
events including Holiday Brass with the Virginia Symphony, Sheriff Jim 
O’Sullivan’s 3rd Annual Dancing with the Athletes benefiting Special Olympics 
Virginia, and the 18th Annual Jingle Ball Chesapeake, Va., featuring crowd 
favorite, Premiere Band. 

 

 

  

Chesapeake Conference Center 
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Staff is preparing for an equally busy start to 2017 including: a MLK Memorial Blood Drive in conjunction with 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Chesapeake Regional Health Foundations Gala, Miss & Mr. Abilities Pageant, State of 
the City, GBFA Fishing Flea Market, 29th Annual Senior Support Services Seminar, and a new community event… 
Princess Ball--A Father Daughter Dance being held Sunday, February 12, 2017.  Princess Ball tickets are 
available via Ticketmaster at www.ticketmaster.com or come by the Conference Center during administrative 
hours. 

Connect with us via Facebook page and website at www.chesapeakeconference.com for additional information. 

There have also been a number of facility improvements including installation of new commercial cook top and 
fryer in the kitchen that Chef Antwan has already broken in.  A new epoxy floor was poured as well, replacing the 
20-year-old floor. The first quarter of 2017 will bring in additional projects. A huge thank you to all the guests and 
volunteers that made 2016 an awesome year!  We are looking forward to spending a moment with you in 2017! 

 

 

 

  

Jingle Ball  

http://www.ticketmaster.com/
http://www.chesapeakeconference.com/
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New Floor and Kitchen Equipment  
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Important Registration Dates and Interesting Activities - Winter 2017 

Athletics Registration Date 

Youth Coed Soccer  
Registration January 3 – February 25  
Ages 5 – 18 (as of 03/31/17) proof of age   
  required, $60   
Practices begin March 18, Games April 17 
Register at any Chesapeake community 
center, online or at the Administrative 

Office, 1224 Progressive Drive  

Nature and the Outdoors  

Fly Fishing at Northwest River Park 
January 7, February 4 and March 4  
  10 am – 1 pm Free 
Learn about the equipment, how to tie a fly and to 
cast. Learn from experienced anglers. Hands-on 
instruction Open to everyone young and old, with 

and without a fishing license. RSVP 421-7151 

“SUN-days” at Elizabeth River Park  
January 14, February 11, March 11 
  10 am – 1 pm Free  
Join the Back Bay Astronomers as they bring their 
scopes and expertise to bear on the center of our 
solar system. Using specially filtered telescopes to 

observe our sun. Weather permitting.   

Paddle for the Border Registration Date  

Registration begins January 2 for the May 6, 2017 

event date. More information.  

SkyWatch at Northwest River Park  
January 21, 5:30 pm Free  
Join Back Bay Astronomers to observe the galaxy. 
Weather permitting, call 421-7151.  

http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/government/City-Departments/Departments/parks-recreation-tourism/events/special-events/paddlefortheborder.htm
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PARK/PROJECT WORK TO BE PERFORMED/ 
UPDATES 

PROJECTED  
COMPLETION DATE 

CENTERVILLE PARK 
 
 

Improvements to the parking lot include installation of a 

fire lane, 10 handicapped parking spots and respective 

signage, and directional arrows.  
 
Full renovation of the restrooms. 

 

 

Winter 2017 

 

 
 
Winter 2017 

CHESAPEAKE ARBORETUM 
 
 

Pecan trees downed by hurricane were removed. 

 

New fans, upgraded electrical, tables, and new wooden 

structure.  
 
Bridge Status (further damage from hurricane): 

                          Okay – Bridges A, B, F, J, K 

                          Gone – Bridges C, D, E, I 

                          Some rot – Bridge H 

 

Work has begun on house for interior painting. Roof has 

been repaired. Exterior painting and repair of rotten wood 

to be done.  

Completed. 

 

Winter 2017 

 
 
Spring 2017  
 
 

 

 
 
Winter 2017 

DEEP CREEK PARK 
 

 
New trash cans added to shelters and play areas. 

 

Old playground area cleared and seeded.  

 

 

 

 
Completed. 

 

Completed. 

 

 
 
  

DISMAL SWAMP CANAL 
TRAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Addition of ten interpretive signs for the trail, 5 historical 

and 5 ecological – in the final review stage.  

Winter 2017 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 December 27, 2016 Project Updates 
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GREAT BRIDGE  BATTLEFIELD 
& WATERWAYS HISTORIC 
PARK  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Building construction begin date has been delayed due 

to purchasing compliance issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Be Announced 

INDIAN RIVER PARK (NORTH) 
 
 

Renovation of the interior to include electrical and 

flooring of the Rokeby Center. 

 

Walkways to shelter and playground. 

 

Replace park benches. 

Winter 2017 

 

 

Winter 2017 

 

Winter 2017 

NORTHWEST RIVER 
 PARK 
 

Otter Point Scout Project mulch and clear. 

 

 

Installation of metal doors at campground restrooms. 

February 2017 

 

 

December 2016  

OAK GROVE LAKE PARK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning underway for parking lot construction for an 

additional 30+ spaces. Awaiting P.E. Erosion Plan.  

 

Volunteer effort to extend walking trail.  

 

Department of Game and Inland Fisheries’ fertilization 

and stocking of lake. 

 

Working with Stormwater to Regulate Ongoing Lake 

Level. 

Spring 2017 

 

 

Ongoing  

 

Spring/Summer 2017 

 

 

Ongoing 

WESTERN BRANCH TRAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase I renovation of the existing trail has begun. This 

work encompasses resurfacing approximately a 1-mile 

stretch of the trail beginning at Taylor and Bruce 

Roads, running east toward Tyre Neck Road. This 

section of the trail is closed until January 16, 2017. 

Other sections of the trail are scheduled to be 

resurfaced after January 2017.    

Winter 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT UPDATE (continued)  
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ATHLETIC LIGHTS 
 
 
 
 
 

Deep Creek Elementary - New athletic lights are up. 

Connectivity for Dominion Power is scheduled for week of 

December 26.   

 

Great Bridge High School - Installation of new lights at 

the softball field. 

Lights and control box have 

been installed, awaiting 

Dominion Power to install 

meter. 

 

Southeastern Elementary –  

- Upgraded light controls to Musco key switch 

- Switch installed by Dominion Power.  

- Shelter Refurbishment. 

 

January 2017 

 

 

 

Winter 2016  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Completed. 

Completed. 

Completed. 

ATHLETIC AMENITY 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 
 
 

B. M. Williams  

Re-doing backstop fencing – Bronco field. 

 

Greenbrier Sports Park   
Install additional netting at 80’ height on Field 1. Awaiting 

quote from contractor.  

Greenbrier Middle School   

New outfield fencing. 

 

Hickory Middle School Baseball Field  
Installation of fencing.  

 

Indian River Middle School  

Re-doing backstop fencing – Pony baseball field. 

 

Indian River High School 

Replace backstops, sideline fencing, expand dugouts, 

install dugout roofs.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Winter 2017 

 

 

Winter 2017 

 
 
 

Completed.  
 
 
 
Winter 2017  

 
 
 
Winter 2017 

 

 

 

Winter 2017 

 

 
 
 

ATHLETIC LIGHTS/FIELD AMENITY IMPROVEMENTS 

Indian River Middle School 

Backstop fencing 

Hickory Middle School 

Backstop and Extensions 

B. M. Williams  

Backstop fencing 
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TENNIS COURTS  Oscar Smith High School Resurfacing – Procurement in 

process for resurfacing of courts and new fencing. 

 

 

Winter 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFIELD UPGRADES  
FOR TOURNAMENT 
QUALITY WITH FIELDER’S 
CHOICE INFIELD MIX AND 
TURFACE 
 
 

Indian River High School (2) – Softball 

Completed sod cutting on both fields. Need to remove 

sod and get ready for Turface.  

 

Deep Creek Park (4) – Baseball/Softball  

 

Western Branch Park (5) – Softball 

All fields have been sod cut to establish proper arch. 

Turface applied and tilled in. Dragging fields to get 

ready for additional Turface.  

 

Greenbrier Sports Park (2) 

Completed sod cutting on both fields. Need to remove 

sod and get ready for Turface.  

 

Hickory High School (1) - Varsity Softball 

 

 

Winter 2017 

ATHLETIC FIELD IMPROVEMENTS - TURF 

ATHLETIC LIGHTS/FIELD AMENITY IMPROVEMENTS (continued) 

Western Branch Park – Field 2 
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FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS/PROJECTS 
CHESAP EAKE CONFERENCE CENTER Replacement of interior lighting. 

 
New exterior signage installed. Awaiting Dominion 

Power to hook up the meter.  
 
Replacement of the kitchen floor. 

Interior painting and other improvements. 

Winter 2017 
 
Winter 2017 
 
 

Completed. 

Summer 2017 

DR. CLARENCE V. CUFFEE 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

Install new ADA door openers and push pads. Winter 2017 

GREAT BRIDGE  
COMMUNITY CENTER 

New ADA door openers and push pads. Completed.  

INDIAN RIVER COMMUNITY CENTER New ADA door openers and push pads. Winter 2017 

RIVER CREST COMMUNITY CENTER New handicap ramps and sidewalk at side and front 

of building complete. Markings still to be done.  
 
Install new ADA door openers and push pads. 

Winter 2017  

 
 
Completed.  

SOUTH NORFOLK COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

Install new ADA door openers and push pads. Winter 2017 

WESTERN BRANCH COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

Water/Playground/Spray Park 
 
Install new ADA door openers and push pads. 

Summer 2017 
 
Completed.  

SECURITY CAMERA INSTALLATION  Progressive Drive  
 
McNeil Park 
 
Chesapeake City Park  
 
The Portlock at South Norfolk  

Winter 2017 
 
Completed. 
 
Winter 2017 
 
December 2016  

Mid-Construction Phase of the Playground at G. A. Treakle Elementary School 

SCHOOL/PARK PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS 
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BUTTS ROAD PRIMARY Ages 2-5 and 5-12 Play structures, slides, arch and oval swings, 

clear climbing wall, fitness equipment, Whirl and Me.  

February 2017 

G. A. TREAKLE 
ELEMENTARY 

Ages 2-5 and 5-12 Play structures, slides, arch and oval swings, 

fitness equipment. Work began November 1st.  

   

 

  

 

Completed. 

CARVER ELEMENTARY New ADA accessible swing installed with PTA donation.  

 

 

 

 

February 2017  

GREAT BRIDGE 
INTERMEDIATE 

Ages 5-12 Play structure, slides, arch and oval swing, clear 

climbing wall, fitness equipment. 

Winter 2017 

PLYMOUTH PARK   

 

Completed.  

PORTLOCK PRIMARY 
 
 
 
 

Ages 2-5 and 5-12 Play structures, slides, arch and oval swing, 

clear climbing wall, fitness equipment.  

 

 

Completed.  

STONEGATE PARK Replace swings Winter 2017 

WESTERN BRANCH  
MIDDLE  

Swings and picnic tables installed.  

 

Installation of a new small shelter. 

 
Pansies planted and mulch installed. The 

Silverwood Civic League and the School 

will maintain.  

Completed. 

Completed.  

WESTERN BRANCH 
PARK 

Ages 2-12 Play structure to replace existing playground.  Spring 2017 

WINGFIELD POINT Replace existing play equipment with new structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2017 

 

 

Projected Completion Date SCHOOL/PARK PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS 


